
 
APPLICATION NO: 14/02003/FUL OFFICER: Miss Michelle Payne 

DATE REGISTERED: 7th November 2014 DATE OF EXPIRY : 2nd January 2015 

WARD: College PARISH: NONE 

APPLICANT: Bushurst Properties 

LOCATION: Unit 3, Naunton Park Industrial Estate, Churchill Road 

PROPOSAL: Construction of 2no. B1 light industrial units following demolition of existing light 
industrial building (revised proposal following withdrawal of planning application ref. 
14/00566/FUL) 

 

 
REPRESENTATIONS 

 
Number of contributors  15 
Number of objections  15 
Number of representations 0 
Number of supporting  0 

 
 

33 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 28th November 2014 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 23rd February 2015 
Letter attached.  
 
 

35 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 28th November 2014 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 23rd February 2015 
Letter attached.  
 
   

29 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 28th November 2014 
Letter attached.  
 
   
 



31 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 28th November 2014 
We appreciate that changes have been made to the original plans submitted earlier this year, but 
we would like to express our ongoing concerns about the proposed development, as local 
residents and close neighbours to the location. 
 
Height and Size 
- The proposed height represents a significant increase on the height of the previous building, 

and will result in a commensurate loss of natural light to our back garden, particularly in winter 
months when the sun is lower in the sky; the proposed building lies directly to the west of our 
house.  

- The planning application indicates that the floorspace will increase from 225 to 240 sq.m 
suggesting only the ground floor will be in use, the footprint being slightly increased. However, 
the proposed building is clearly a 2-storey structure, replacing a single-storey one. Second-
floor windows are an integral part of the design, and will overlook gardens on Mead Road. We 
are highly sceptical about how much floorspace will actually be used and the implied increase 
in activity at the site, exacerbating the issues described in this letter.  

 
Traffic 
- The planning application increases the number of units from 1 to 3, and parking from 4 to 6 

spaces in what is already a highly congested space with limited access from the extremely 
busy Churchill Road. 

- The additional parking will be directly behind our garden fence leading to an increase in 
exhaust fumes and noise at close quarters. 

- The proposed double-height slide over industrial doors imply larger vehicles coming and 
going, which would exacerbate the issues outlined above, and we would anticipate their use 
to result in an increase in noise disruption to the neighbouring quiet residential area. 

 
Use 
- In the planning application Employment (section 20) and Hours of Opening (section 21) are 

stated as 'not yet known'. We find this to be an unacceptable lack of information given the 
concerns we share with other local residents about the potential increases in noise and traffic 
volumes, which are reflected above. 

- We are aware of limitations on hours of use elsewhere in the Mead Road Light Industrial 
area, to Monday-Friday normal office working hours and Saturday mornings, and request that 
similar restrictions be put in place for this site. 

- Section 23 referring to 'material recovery/recycling facilities' and 'storage of waste' are blank. 
Previous tenants consistently left overflowing skips out for long periods of time which were 
unsightly and contributed to local problems with rats. 

 
Mature ash tree 
- We are aware that the site owner attempted to have the ash tree removed without appropriate 

consultation earlier this year. We believe it is highly doubtful that the provisions outlined in the 
planning proposals give adequate protection to the tree and associated wildlife through the 
construction period and into the long-term future. 

- The tree is highly-valued among local residents for its aesthetic value in softening the light 
industrial estate and also in providing a habitat for local wildlife. 

 
We are pleased that the applicant wants to improve the condition of the site, and would support a 
sympathetic development in keeping with the B1 category of Light Industrial Appropriate in a 
Residential Area. 
 
 



Comments: 19th February 2015 
Whilst we appreciate the changes to previous applications for this development, as close 
neighbours whose house backs directly on to the development, we have the following ongoing 
concerns: 
 
Traffic 
- 6 spaces for the 2 proposed units represents an anticipated increase on the previous amount 

of parking; 
- Parking allocations at this location are meaningless; for example on Weds 18 Feb 10am there 

were more than 20 vehicles parked at the site with only two units in current use; 
- The simple fact of increasing from 1 to 2 units will inevitably lead to an increase in traffic on 

the already-congested site leading to commensurate noise and pollution. Access to the site 
and spill-over on-street parking will become worse, with a negative effect on Churchill Road 
which is already double-parked with large vehicles. 

 
Height and size 
- If the proposed building is single-storey, as the previous building was, what is the justification 

for the increase in height over the previous one and the adjacent single-storey building? 
- The larger construction will not be in-keeping with the specific location, which is closely 

surrounded on three sides by quiet private gardens, rather than directly facing onto a road; 
- If it is to accommodate larger vehicles or operations, it will exacerbate the traffic-related 

concerns outlined above; 
- Any increase in height over the previous building will reduce the amount of light to our house 

and garden, especially in the winter months. 
- The planning documents do not indicate exact dimensions so it is not clear how much larger it 

will be, only that it will be larger. We have serious concerns that without published 
specifications there is no way of ensuring the construction matches the planning application. 
We are aware that elsewhere on the Churchill Road Industrial Estate a similar proposal was 
eventually built higher than the plans suggested and we want to avoid the same outcome 
here. 

 
   

27 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 28th November 2014 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 23rd February 2015 
Letter attached.  
 
   

37 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 28th November 2014 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 23rd February 2015 
Letter attached.  
 
   
 



20 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EL 
 

 

Comments: 23rd November 2014 
Increased noise, smells and general disturbance. Also the danger from increased traffic to the 
site, the general poor design and look of the proposed building and also the impact on the mature 
ash tree that stands next to the proposed development. 
 
Comments: 19th February 2015 
As a resident of Asquith Rd we object to the revised application as apart from there being now 
only 2 units proposed instead of 3, the surface area will not be greatly reduced and the height 
reduction overall will only be slight also in the end. Additionally, the overall height will actually be 
much taller than the unit they propose to remove. 
 
As stated previously, our objections lie as thus: 
 
- there will be a considerable loss of light and over shading due to the increased height to 

5.8m; 
- there will be an increase in noise, smells and general disturbance; 
- there will be a danger from increased traffic to the site additional to the increased traffic due to 

being near the school already; 
- the general poor design and look of the proposed building; 
- the impact on the tree (14/00720/TREEPO). 
 
We moved here from London with our young daughter because it is a peaceful, beautiful 
residential area, NOT an industrial site! 

 
 

 23 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 29th November 2014 
I would like to object to this application on the grounds of:- 
 
Light - The proposed plan allows for higher buildings which will block sunlight to the properties 
backing onto it. 
 
Increased noise and pollution - At present the industrial estate is reasonably quiet but there are 
occasions when there is an unreasonable amount of noise and disruption. Increasing the number 
of rental units is very likely add to the noise and disruption with increased deliveries as well as 
vehicular noise caused by customers and staff.  
 
Being overlooked - the proposed upper floor has windows overlooking the houses and gardens of 
Asquith Road which will invade the privacy of the properties on Asquith Road 
 
Increased traffic - the area is incredibly busy at times with trade vans, school run and park related 
traffic such as football matches - I believe that adding yet more traffic to the immediate area is not 
to be encouraged. 
 
I see no problem replacing the demolished units on a like for like basis but adding an additional 
floor is not an appealing option in view of the above points 
 
   



9 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 1st December 2014 
I am a resident of Asquith Road and have vehicular access from the rear of my property onto 
Churchill Road - this access is less than 5 yards from the entrance to Naunton Park Industrial 
Estate. 
 
I would like to object to this planning application for the following reasons: 
 
Insufficient parking provision 
The application allows for 6 parking spaces to be shared between 3 units - given that the units 
are increasing in size and are also two storeys it is highly likely that there will be more than 6 
people working in the units, and so when visitors and deliveries are also taken into consideration, 
this will inevitably result in further parking concentration on the surrounding roads¿ these are 
roads which are already heavily congested in business hours.  
I own a garage which opens directly onto Churchill Road and it is blocked by users of Naunton 
Park Industrial Estate on a daily basis already. 
 
Increased traffic  
Creating 3 units from 1 unit will most likely lead to increased traffic on narrow streets, many of 
which have cars parked on both sides of the road. These streets are already close to saturation 
point within business hours - Churchill Road is especially busy at these times with associated 
trade and school traffic. 
 
Light 
The proposed application is for significantly higher units which would directly reduce natural light 
coming onto the gardens of the adjacent houses in Asquith Road, particularly in winter months. 
 
Use 
In the planning application Employment (section 20) and Hours of Opening (section 21) are 
stated as 'not yet known'. I find this to be an unacceptable lack of information given the concerns 
I share with other local residents about the potential increases in noise and traffic volumes, which 
are reflected above.  
This summer we endured over four consecutive weekends of continuous noise from one of the 
units whist it was being repainted from a motorised cherry-picker. 
 
   

14 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EL 
 

 

Comments: 2nd December 2014 
Letter available to view in documents tab 
 
   

21 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 24th November 2014 
I am a resident of Asquith Road and have vehicular and pedestrian access from my garden to the 
Naunton Park Industrial Estate. 



 
I would like to object to this planning application for the following reasons. 
 
The entrance to this small 'industrial estate' is in Churchill Road and very close to the junction 
with Asquith Road and near Naunton Park Primary School. 
 
Traffic congestion in this area is already a serious problem. The residential streets in this area are 
narrow and have cars parked on both sides of the road. The popularity of the school has attracted 
many young families to the area. In addition, access to Naunton Park generates additional traffic. 
This includes allotment 'owners', dog walkers and adults, as well as many children, using the 
playing fields. Congestion is particularly severe at peak school drop-off and pick-up times but is 
not confined to this period. Cars and vans often have to reverse some distance. There is limited 
visibility and a risk of children running into the street between parked cars. 
 
The residential area is close to industrial development in Churchill Road and Mead Road. Access 
to these units brings all the traffic they generate through the residential area. The problem is 
made worse by the nature of a number of these units. Many of them are closely related to the 
building trade. As well as Trafford Perkins a major builders' supplies trader there is a tiling, glass, 
bathroom and kitchen supplier, carpet sales unit etc. There is also a small café which attracts 
additional traffic. The vehicles visiting these units tend to be either large lorries bringing in 
supplies or typically 'white vans' purchasing supplies. In addition there are two garages in this 
small estate also generating visiting traffic.  
 
Traffic visiting this 'industrial estate' not only has to negotiate the narrow residential streets but 
also enters and exits the area at junctions which are not designed to take this type of traffic. 
Large vehicles are directed to the estate via the junction of Naunton Lane and Leckhampton 
Road. This is an extremely narrow road with a brick wall along one side and limited viability.  
 
There is no information on the planning application as to the nature of future tenants. There is 
therefore a risk of increased visitor or customer traffic to the unit. 
 
I wish to argue that the access to this area is already saturated. Any additional development 
would add to the problems of both residents and visitors to the local amenities. The pleasant 
nature of this pocket of small streets with well kept red brick houses risks being ruined by a 
constant stream of commercial vehicles trying to negotiate the narrow streets. The risk of a 
serious accident particularly to pedestrians, cyclists the elderly and specifically to young children 
is high. 
 
This would appear to be an important opportunity to reduce industrial development in this area 
and I would strongly urge that permission be withheld. 
 
   

15 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 
 

 

Comments: 25th November 2014 
Regarding the proposed units:    
These units will create extra traffic and noise at the rear of properties in Asquith Road. One 
existing unit operates out of normal hours at the moment. I have problems at gaining access to 
my garage at the Moment. 
 
Comments: 16th February 2015 
Regarding the new proposed units: 



Our main concern in living in what was a quiet residential area has become a noisy industrial 
estate in creating more units you need to create parking spaces for the workers and visitors 
Where are the extra cars going to park there is no room to accommodate them. It would be better 
to keep the units to a single storey as they would not overlook nearby houses. The extra traffic 
will increase significantly. I have access to the rear lane at the back of houses and it is always 
blocked with traffic 
 
   

11 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 18th February 2015 
We object for the following reasons. - increase in traffic, the area is already very busy and 2 units 
will mean more deliveries and visitors. The access to this site is narrow and opens out unto a 
busy road. - size of building - it is too tall in relation to the area and will block light. - we realise we 
live in a mixed use area and we do support local small business but we are living with much more 
noise, disruption and light pollution than at any time in the last 30 years. 
 
Comments: 18th February 2015 
My previous objection was registered as supporting the application by mistake. As the comments 
stated we object to this application as per the last submission 
 
   

7 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 15th February 2015 
I object to this planning application for the following reasons: 
 
Insufficient parking provision - our garage opens directly onto Churchill Road, which is regularly 
blocked by users of Naunton Park Industrial Estate already. 
 
Increased traffic - the roads around the industrial estate are already close to saturation. Churchill 
Road is especially busy with associated trade and school traffic. Please carry out a proper risk 
assessment to ensure pedestrians walking between Mead Road and Naunton Park Primary 
School are safe. 
 
Use - surely the Hours of Opening must be determined before permission is granted? I share 
concerns with other local residents about the potential increases in noise. Last summer we 
endured over four consecutive weekends (Saturdays and Sundays) of continuous noise from one 
of the units whist it was being repainted from a motorised cherry-picker - whilst I'm sure 
maintaining these units at weekends minimises disruption to the businesses concerned, it also 
ruined the early part of my summer. Please do not permit anything that means we could have to 
put up with this sort of thing on a permanent basis. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



29 Asquith Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7EJ 
 

 

Comments: 18th February 2015 
We are in receipt of your letter dated 6 February 2015 in which you provide details of the further 
revised plans for the application for planning permission as described above. We are pleased to 
see that some of the concerns raised with respect to the height of the construction have been 
addressed in a small way, however, the revised plans still fail to address the main issues and 
concerns for us and our neighbours. 
 
In our responses to the each set of plans for this construction we explained that the land on which 
the units which are the subject of the application are proposed to be built backs onto the back 
garden of our property ' 29 Asquith Road. The construction that has recently been demolished to 
make way for the new building was single storey so our property was not overlooked. The 
proposed new unit has a two storey elevation which is still significantly higher than the old 
construction. This will result in a significant and seriously detrimental impact on the current peace 
and quiet that we currently enjoy in the use of our private garden. We consider this to be intrusive 
and totally contrary to our right of free and undisturbed use of our garden.  
 
The latest design is still not in keeping with the previous brick built buildings. The design is more 
in keeping with an industrial estate with metal cladding and multiple roller doors which extend to 
almost the entire height of the building. The height of the proposed construction will block out the 
current unhindered view we have of the trees and to the hill in the background. The view will be 
obliterated and replaced by an industrial unit. This will detract from the value of our property not 
only from an aesthetic perspective but also from its commercial value. At present we have 
nothing blocking the view, we are not overlooked and we do not have cars driving back and forth 
adjacent to the boundary to our property. 
 
We will experience a significant increase in the level of noise and traffic in the area behind the 
fence at the back of our property. The old units were not used at weekends and noise during the 
week was low due to the nature of the businesses using the buildings. It is still unclear what 
businesses are intended to be located in the proposed construction nor what the intended hours 
of usage will be. There will be an increase in noise and air pollution due to the proposed design of 
the buildings and the additional traffic that will drive past the end of our garden. 
 
There is a mature tree located at the bottom of our garden in the industrial estate. No one has 
paid any interest in the maintenance of the tree so this has been taken on by my husband and I. 
It provides additional screening from the industrial estate and shade to our garden. This is not on 
the plans so we assume it is intended for this to be removed. We must register our strong 
objection to this tree being cut down for no good reason. Once again, this will have an adverse 
effect on our privacy. 
 
None of the issues raised above have been addressed in the latest revised plans. 
 
In summary, the proposed application will increase noise and disturbance particularly from 
increased traffic and much closer proximity of the buildings. It will have a very significant and 
detrimental visual impact to the enjoyment of our home and will have commercial implications in 
devaluing our property. Our privacy will be totally compromised which is unacceptable. We are 
not overlooked at the moment and this helps with peace of mind from a security point of view.  
 
We must object in the strongest form possible to this proposed planning permission for all of the 
reasons given above. We do not believe we are being unreasonable and the fact remains if the 
construction were to be single storey at the same height and location as the previous construction 
and of a more aesthetically acceptable design, we may be inclined to be more amenable to this 



application. Once again, we ask you to review and revise the plans accordingly to take account of 
the issues raised. 
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